
 

 

 

 

Dear parents, 
Well, here we are already at the start of the 2017 school year and we are ready for a year 
of quality learning experiences. But of course education is a 3-way partnership between 
staff, students and parents. 
 
Why do we need parents’ help in supporting us in our teaching? 
As you know, parents are, and will always be children’s learning models. Parent attitudes about 
education can inspire children and show them how to take charge of their own educational 
journey.  As preschoolers grow into school age kids, parents become their children’s learning 
coaches. Through guidance and reminders, parents help their kids organize their time and 
support their desires to learn new things in and out of school. 
 
So we ask that you support your children’s in learning by: 

• Tuning into how your child learns. Many children use a combination of modalities to 
study and learn – it could be visually through making and seeing pictures, others 
through tactile experiences.  Some are auditory learners who pay most attention to what 
they hear. And they may not learn the same way their siblings (or you) do.  

• Practicing what your child learns at school. Many teachers encourage parents to go 
over what their young children are learning in a non-pressured way and to practice 
what they may need extra help with.  

• Setting aside time to read together. Read aloud regularly, even to older kids.  
• Connecting what your child learns to everyday life.  
• Connecting what your child learns to the world.  
• Helping your child take charge of his learning. We want to keep children in charge of 

their learning and become responsible for it. We want them to be responsible for their 
successes and failures, show them how engaging learning is, and that the motivations for 
learning should be the child’s intrinsic interests, not an external reward. 

• Don’t over-schedule your child particularly on the weekend. Kids need downtime 
and rest as much as they may need to pursue extra-curricular activities. 

• Keeping TV to a minimum. Watching lots of TV does not give children the chance to 
develop their own interests and explore on their own, because it controls the agenda.   
 

A great site to visit is the Connect-Primary website at: www.education.vic.gov.au/primary for 
loads of ideas in supporting your children throughout their education. 

 
So what is on at Walwa for term 1? 

1. Timetable:  Please find attached our term 1 timetable. 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/primary


 
 
Important dates (so far): 
30 January:  Term 1 starts (for teachers)  
31 January: Term 1 starts (for students) 
3 February:  Swimming 
7 February:  School Council Meeting @ 7.00 pm 
10 February: Swimming Practice Day Corryong Pool 
15 February: Meet and Greet for all parents – special guest speaker Miranda Cousins 
17 February: Swimming Carnival 
1 March: Lea at Network Cluster meeting 
3 March: Zone Swimming @ Waves 
3– 10 March:   Meredith on long service leave 
7 March: School Council AGM and General Meeting 
10 March: Working Bee 
13 March: Labour Day 
24 March: Grandparents Day (morning tea and sharing stories) 
25 March: Jingellic Show 
31 March:   Term 1 Ends 
 
Term 2:  18 April (Tuesday) to 30 June 
Term 3:  17 July to 22 September 
Term 4:  9 October to 22 December 
 
2. Reading: 
Your child is learning about the world of print --- that print has a message, and many purposes and 
forms. You play an important role in helping your child learn about print through reading and 
writing. Encourage your child to write, even if it is just scribbles. You will see how it changes over 
time to letters that represent some of the sounds in words. 
 
You were excited when your child first tried to say Mama or Daddy, and you did not expect him 
or her to say words correctly or in complete sentences. Reading and writing will develop in the 
similar ways with practice and encouragement. 
 
 
 



Here are some general things you can do when you read books to your children or they read to you: 

• Point to each word (above the word – not under it) as you read. 
• Discuss the name of the author and illustrator and talk about other books by the same 

author that your child enjoys. 
• What do you think is going to happen next? Why? 
• What was your favourite part of the book? 
• Who was your favourite character in the story? Why did you like that character? 
• If you could change the ending of this book, what would it be? 

 
Every child at Walwa Primary School has a log on and password to Reading Eggs or Reading 
Eggspress.  This is a great resource – covering comprehension, grammar, spelling and students 
have access to hundreds of levelled books to improve their reading skills.  We pay a significant 
subscription and their passwords etc are in the front of their diaries.  Please feel free to utilize 
this program at home. 
 
3. Spelling 
Early on, you may wonder why your child brings home writing with misspelled words.  During 
writing time, we ask our students to “spell as best they can,” rather than waiting for someone to 
tell them how to spell a word. This frees them to write about anything that interests them, but 
also requires them to think about the sounds in the word and to think about the letters they need 
to represent those sounds. Hearing all the sounds is difficult, so at first they may only represent 
one or two sounds, spelling love as L u and V.  
 
“Spelling the best you can” requires children to use the phonics knowledge and rules they are 
learning, and over time we expect to see more complete and accurate spelling. During the school 
year, watch as your child’s spelling includes more letters and sounds - even if it is still not 
complete. 
 
However, learning to spell takes many years to master because English is a complicated written 
language.  While it is important to accept developmental spelling, we are also constantly working 
to teach your child the foundations for correct spelling so that, by the time they are in 3rd or 4th 
grade, they will spell most of the words they need correctly and they will also know strategies for 
figuring out how to spell the words they don’t know. 
 
This year we are trialling ‘Words Their Way’ which is a spelling program that supports 
developmental teaching of the ‘spelling rules’. 
 
4. Writing 
At home, encourage your child to write at home, and if he or she asks you how to spell a word, say 
“What sounds do you hear?” rather than simply giving the spelling. Offer praise for what they 
figure out and accept what they were able to do. When children bring home something they have 
written at school, ask them to read it to you and show them that you are proud of how they are 
learning to communicate with writing.  
 
Here are some things you can do to encourage writing: 

• Email friends or family members. 
• Use social networking sites to communicate with family and friends. 
• Read a book series together and write 20 word chapter summaries 
• Record family events or travel experiences in a journal or on an online blog. 
• Write shopping lists 
• Reading, selecting and collecting news articles and creating an album about, for example, a sporting 

team, pet type, or leisure activity. 
• Solving crosswords, word puzzles, brainteasers, playing word games and quizzes together. 
• Following a map or brochure on an outing, including reading public transport. 

 
Every Tuesday morning we will be conducting ‘Cold Writes’ (whole school).  Students will then 
undergo the ‘writing process’ to craft a piece of writing throughout the next week or so. 



 
5.  Numeracy Ideas 

Using Weather maps:  http://www.bom.gov.au/weather/vic/  
• What is the difference between the minimum and maximum temperature for each day? 
• Find a seven-day forecast then record the actual temperature for each day and compare. 

Was the forecast accurate? What were the similarities and differences? 
• Use the information on the weather website to explore differences in weather from your 

area to others. How much rain do you get compared to others? Are there differences in 
temperature? 

Using catalogues:   
• Select five products from the catalogue then calculate what the cost be if there was a 

50% sale. Does it make a difference if you add up the items, and then deduct 50%, or if 
each item is reduced by 50% then totalled? 

• What is the best value sale item in the catalogue? Can you explain your reasoning? 
• What are the cheapest and most expensive items in your catalogue? 
• Compare the cost of a product across different stores using different catalogues. What 

did you find? 
Using Travel Maps: 

• Look at the start and end of the destination and work out how long the journey takes. 
• Look at the time the trip starts and add hours and minutes to the trip. 

 
Every child at Walwa Primary School has a log on and password to Mathletics.  This is a great 
resource – covering all facets of Mathematics.  Again, we pay a significant subscription and their 
passwords etc are in the front of their diaries.  Please feel free to utilize this program at home. 
 

6. Swimming:   
This term we will be swimming at Karlee McKarg’s place (Sarah Hamilton’s old residence) on 
Friday 3rd February.  On the 10th February we will be attending a Swimming practice day at 
Corryong Pool from 10.30 am until 3.15 pm (buses provided to take students to and from school) 
and the combined Swimming Carnival with Sacred Heart is on Friday 17th February at Corryong 
Pool (all day – parents to take students to the pool).   
 
And just like spelling, writing and/or reading, swimming needs to be practiced for us to perfect 
it.  Thank you so much to those parents who take the time to make sure their children can swim 
– at the end of the day it is not about whether or not your children win a race at the swimming 
carnival, but it is about whether or not your children can swim if they (or someone else that they 
know) get into trouble in the water. Learning to swim can be a life-saver! 
 

7. Values Education: 
Finally, this was emailed to me by my father.  It was written by a school community to parents, 
and whilst it probably does not need to be stated, it is a timely reminder of the importance of how 
you can support us with the ‘other’ unstated - but certainly no less important  - values.    

• Magic words such as hello, please, you’re welcome, I’m sorry, and thank you, are just as 
important today as they ever were and they all begin to be learned at home.   

• It’s also at home that children learn to be honest, to be on time, diligent, show friends their 
sympathy, as well as show utmost respect for their elders and all teachers. 

• Home is where they learn to be clean, not talk with their mouths full, and how/where to 
properly dispose of their rubbish. 

• Home is also where they learn to be organized, to take good care of their belongings, and that 
it’s not ok to hurt others. 

• Here at school, on the other hand, we teach literacy, numeracy, history, geography, sciences, 
and physical education. We only reinforce the education that children receive at home from 
their parents.   

• Help us help your children on their journey through life by reinforcing these values at home. 

http://www.bom.gov.au/weather/vic/


Meredith and I are looking forward to a great year of learning, and support throughout the year 
and your child’s learning journey.  Feel free to pop in at any time and have a ‘chat’ and a cuppa. 

Cheers 

 

Lea Baxter, 
Principal. 
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