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WELCOME 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

We welcome you and your family to the Walwa Primary School. 

We feel sure that your association with the school will be 

very rewarding for both you and your child. 

 

At Walwa Primary our focus is on ‘learning and engagement’ 

- to enable all children to be safe, happy and learning to 

their full potential. We endeavor to address the rights 

and needs of all students – physical, academic, emotional 

and social, and work to ensure that a comprehensive 

curriculum is provided for our students. 

 

Being a ‘rural school’, and having a small community, we 

can cater for different levels of ability and different 

styles of learning. Classroom programs include cooperative 

learning and mixed groupings with the older students being 

mentors. We work to provide a balance of curriculum that 

attends to specific needs and challenges of all students. 

 

You, the parents, are an important part of our learning 

community and a vital link in your child’s education. A 

sense of community evolves when parents and staff work in 

partnership for student achievement. Through open 

communication and shared goals for your child’s development, 

we will strengthen the partnership. We encourage active 

parent participation in the school through various programs. 

You are welcome into the classroom as a classroom helper, 

and to be involved in various groups and activities. 

 

Starting school is an important milestone in your child's 

life. Before the first day you can do many things at home 

to help your child in readiness for school. Encourage the 

use of correct English. ‘Baby talk’ is a tremendous drawback 

to a child when learning to read and speak. Talk to your 

child encouragingly about school - ‘School is a friendly, 

interesting place where you will meet friends and learn a 

lot of new things.’ Also, having your child dressed in 

school uniform assists the child to feel a part of the school 

family. Allow your child to be responsible for carrying and 

unpacking his/her school bag, putting their lunch box in 

fridge, giving notes to the teacher or in the note box. 

 

Above all, accept your child for what he/she is, and do 
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not expect more from him/her than what he or she can do. 

Do not compare what your child can do with that of friends 

– especially pushing through the readers in the early 

days.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to celebrating your child’s 

learning through their primary years of 

schooling with you.  

 

Steven Lynch,  

Principal and Educational Staff  

 
 

Our Values 
 
We strive for our students to become motivated and independent learners 
through the provision of a wide range of learning choices. We promote our 
values of Respect, Resilience, Compassion and Courage through our explicit 
teaching. 
 

How Can You Prepare Your Child For School? 
Having a child start school can be a very emotional experience for both the parents and the child.  The first days 
are very important days in the lives of the children for it is then that new relationships and attitudes begin to 
develop. The success and happiness of your child's first weeks will depend also on how well you, as a parent, have 
prepared him/her for what will be one of the most important experiences he/she has had since birth. Parents are 
advised to tell their children that they will be missed at home, and that they (the parents) will be looking forward 
to them coming home. 

It is helpful for your child to know some of the following things, and to have practised them in an informal way. 
However, do not stress these things if he/she appears tense or frustrated. 

 Does your child know his/her full name? 
 Does he/she know how to put things away after use? 
 Can he/she recognise his/her own belongings? 
 Can he/she attend to his/her own toilet needs and adjust own clothing? 
 Can he/she undo buttons and zips?  
 Does he/she know the importance of washing hands after visiting the toilet? 
 Does he/she know how to use a tissue properly and the importance of covering his/her mouth when 

coughing or sneezing? 

The Foundation Year of Schooling 
Please note:  An enrolment cannot occur until the school sights and copies a FULL BIRTH 
CERTIFICATE and IMMUNISATION CERTIFICATES. 
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Foundation Enrolment Process 
 Feel free to give us a call at any time to collect an enrolment package (enclosed with this 

booklet).   

 Completed enrolment forms will be accepted at the office any time during the year prior to 
your child beginning Foundation. 

 A Parent Information Session will be held at the Walwa Primary School late in term 3. 

 There will be an Open Day early in term 4; 

 The Foundation students will begin their Kinder to Foundation transition program once a 
week for term 4.   

 If you have provided your details to us, you will receive an invitation by mail / telephone to 
the Foundation Days. 
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Early Years Curriculum 
Our Foundation year is a new learning environment with exciting things to do, see, touch and 
experience. Your child will find friends to share with, and teachers who respect them as capable 
and competent learners. Learning involves developing a relationship of trust. We aim to create a 
relaxed, secure and supportive environment where children are encouraged to investigate and 
explore - to their individual potential.  We provide a combination of formal and informal 
environments, where the children learn through their inquiry, their play, and their contact with the 
school staff, parents, other children and community members. 
 
We utilise the Early Years Curriculum Guidelines that incorporate the following: 

 supporting play as a context for learning 

 understanding each child as an individual 

 developing supportive partnerships 

 providing flexible learning environments 

 assisting children in exploring the world around them and the ways in which they learn. 
 

Literacy 
Every morning Foundation students complete a two hour Literacy block that 
covers the three English domains of Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening.  
Foundation students begin to take home readers for reading at home from 
Week Three, enabling children to become confident with reading and books. 
 

Numeracy 
As part of the Numeracy curriculum Foundations complete five one and a half 
hour Numeracy sessions a week, consisting of hands on Maths activities, 
interactive whiteboard programs and multi age sessions.  

 

PE 
Each week all students participate in at least two hours of physical activity. Students also have the 
opportunity to participate in a personal development program ‘Play is the Way’ - an active living and 
physical, social and emotional health program. 

   
 

 

Interschool Sport 
Annual swimming, athletics and cross country carnivals are conducted for 
all our students in conjunction with other Corryong schools.   

 

Visual and Performing Arts 
Each week all classes are scheduled in for a one and a half hours of a Visual Arts 
program. Students complete different art activities and put their art work on 
display throughout the school. Students wear art smocks to art sessions.  Each 
week all students are scheduled in for Performing Arts (Drama) classes.  
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Music 
All students complete a music program right throughout the year - the Foundation 
students complete their music program with the older students to continue 
strengthening the relationships that Foundation students have with their buddies. 
You may choose to do individual lessons with a music teacher if you wish, but it is 
at the parent’s costs. 
 

Brain Food and Drink Bottles 
Every day at 9.30 am, students are able to have a nutritious ‘fruit’ snack to 
help them through the morning. Brain food is a non-processed snack and 
includes foods such as sultanas, apples, pears, oranges etc. Children are also 
allowed to have a plastic water bottle on their table at all times. 

 

 

Technology 
Technology includes:  cooking, sewing and craft and of course information technology, including 
coding.  These are all woven into our curriculum to help each child build their motor skills and 
confidence in working in different technological areas. 
 

Excursions and Extra Curricular Activities 
Excursions are regularly scheduled for throughout the year to tie in with the 
Integrated Studies learning that takes place in the classroom. All excursions are 
well supervised by staff and parents. 
 

A COMPREHENSIVE CURRICULUM 
Everything  your  child  does  within  our  school  has  a  purpose  for learning. If 
you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to ask us.  Students will also be learning 
from the following domains: 
 

 Social and personal learning (Play is the Way and Challenging Learning)   

 History – Victorian Curriculum 

 Making healthy choices  

 Gross-motor and Fine-motor skills  

 Language learning and communication  

 LOTE ( Language other than English ) 

 Active learning processes (Building Learning Power – Guy Claxton)  

 Thinking Investigating Imagining and responding  

 Science - Victorian Curriculum  

 Technology 

 Drama 
 

A scope and sequence of skills has been developed from Foundation to Year 6 encompassing all 
skills required for successful integration into Secondary School. 
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The school’s curriculum is concerned with the development of all the skills, knowledge and attitudes that children 
need to cope efficiently with the demands of living in our complex, changing society. 
 
 

Produce – Vegetables and cooking 

Students will have the opportunity to work in the Kitchen program and will be expected to be involved in the 
program including growing vegetables through to cooking the produce for others.  

 

Daily Requirements: 
 Lunch (lunch box needs to be named on base and lid) 

 Brain food (an unprocessed snack, eg, fruit, celery, carrot sticks) in a small container or 
wrapped separately 

 Play lunch (wrapped separately) 

 School Bag (named) 

 Library Bag (named) 

 Diary and reader cover 

 All clothing must be named 

 Appropriate school uniform and footwear must be worn at all times – thongs are 
not permitted 

 Long hair should be tied back 

 A broad-brimmed hat must be worn during Terms 1 and 4, in keeping with the 
school’s SunSmart Policy (a SunSmart approved hat MUST be worn for outdoor 
activities, including recess, lunchtimes and Physical Education).  Caps are not 
permitted.. 

 

School Hours  
The Foundation school day is the equivalent of a full school day. Students are expected to attend 
five days per week and for the full length of the school day, EXCEPT FOR FEBRUARY where students 
only attend 4 days (every day except Wednesday). 
 
The Early Years Curriculum Guidelines are designed for a five days per week program. Therefore, 
parents should be encouraged to have students attend for the full five days to gain full benefit from 
the program. 
 
Although some children may become upset at saying goodbye, recovery is swift and the period of 
adjustment to school brief. Please do not hesitate to consult with the teacher if there appears to be 
a continuing problem. 
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Commence of School      9.00 am 
Sport 9.00 am – 9.30 am 
Numeracy: 9.30 am – 10.30 am 
Morning Recess:  10.30 am – 11.00 am 
Literacy 11.00 am – 1.00 pm 
Lunch:  1.00 pm – 1.45 pm 
Thematic Unit  1.45 pm – 3.10 pm 
Jobs  3.10 pm – 3.15 pm 
Finish:  3.15pm 
 

  

Excursions 
Educational excursions may mean a change from the normal school day routine. We will let you 
know in advance and will welcome your company on these occasions. 
 
Birthdays and other celebrations 

Everyone loves a birthday and other special celebrations, as these are wonderful ways to build 
understanding about each other. We have found that patty cakes are the most ideal and fair way 
for children to share their special event with their friends. 
 

Homework 
Students will take home reading books and sight words each week. 
Foundation students will not have written homework – BUT – we do encourage you to 
read to your children every night. 
 

Library 
New Foundation Students will be given a durable library bag to carry books borrowed from the School 
Library and classrooms.   
 

Home Learning 
Walwa Primary School believes that a strong and positive home school relationship is 
integral to educational success for your child. A communication diary and a reader 
will be sent home daily. Furthermore, we also value the opportunity for students to 
continue their learning at home. There are many ways that students can learn at 
home.  
 
As part of our program, students receive 24/7 access to the online programs such as Mathletics and 
Reading Eggs, Sunshine Online and Skwirk.  Students can log on at all times and practice their 
Mathematics and Literacy at home and parents can monitor how they are going. 
 
Students are sent home with take-home books from Years Foundation to Grade 3 and children can 
read these books with members of their family and then reflect upon the books they have just read 
back at school. 
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Parents in the Foundation class 
As parents, you play a vital role in the education of your children and therefore, we welcome you to 
become involved in our classroom. 
 
You can help by: 

 visiting the classroom 

 offering to share hobbies, interests, ideas and any special expertise.  

 discussing any problems or concerns with the teachers. 

 Enhancing cutting/pasting and writing skills at home (e.g. collages). 

 discussing with your child, their day at Foundation 

 read to your child every day/night and discuss what you have read 
 

When  visiting  the  Foundation  classroom  to  do  voluntary  work,  make  sure  you  
sign the Visitor’s Register at the office. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Play 
Play is purposeful. In Foundation you will see children with building blocks, listening to and telling 
stories, exploring nature, playing in water, sand and mud and creating with clay, dough, paint and 
collage materials. These are only a few of the many activities provided which are based on an 
educational program planned and implemented by the teacher.  
 
Your child will continue to develop their skills and knowledge through play activities and learning 
experiences including: 

 listening, responding to and giving directions 

 understanding and using language to group sort and describe objects and to communicate 
ideas, feelings and needs 

 developing literacy and numeracy through a range of learning contexts 

 becoming independent thinkers and problem solvers 

 learning how to cooperate with others 

 developing motor coordination skills 

 participating in real life experiences such as cooking, play shopping, 
gardening 

 

Open door policy 
When children come into the classroom, they are expected to be responsible 
for their own belongings. Please encourage your child to follow the routine 
outlined by the teacher.  This routine may include: 

 putting their bag on the rack 

 going to the toilet before class 

 moving to the carpeted area and completing a puzzle while they wait for the 
teacher to start 

 putting their diary onto the teacher’s table and putting parent notes / money in the office. 
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‘EVERY DAY COUNTS AT WALWA ‘ 
Regular student attendance in Foundation ensures maximum opportunity to engage in the learning 
experiences essential for a successful start to each student’s learning journey. 
 
 

WHAT TO DO IF MY CHILD GETS SICK? 
 
Absences 
Excessive absences hinder a child’s progress.  However, home is the place for a sick child.  In the case of 
sickness and other absence, (including appointments, family reasons or holidays) it is necessary for the 
school to receive a phone call or written explanation on the day of absence. Refer to our School Policy 
for further information. 
 

Illness 
We advise you to keep your child at home if she/he is not well. Remember that a sick child is 
better  at  home  with  their  parents  rather  than  at  school  feeling  unhappy and spreading germs 
to other children and staff. 
 
If your child becomes sick at school you will be contacted. If you are not available your 
emergency contact person will be rung. Please keep all contact (home, mobile 
telephone) numbers up to date. 
 
If medication must be taken at school please talk to us about the administration of the 
medication. Departmental Policy is very strict and must be followed. 
 

Departmental Policy: 
 

 Teachers are permitted to administer medication to your child under certain conditions: 

 The medication has been prescribed by a doctor. 

 The doctor has prescribed the medication to be taken in school hours i.e. the container 
states the exact time for the medication to be administered. 

 The medication is oral, not injection. 

 The exact dosage is indicated on the container, as well as the name of the child. 

 Advise the school and collect medications when no longer required. 

 Analgesics, cough syrups etc., which have not been prescribed by a doctor, WILL NOT BE 
ADMINISTERED. 

 In regard to number (2), medication which is taken 3 times a day, may be able to be taken 
before school, after school and at night, not necessarily in the middle of the day. Unless the 
container states the exact time, the teachers will return the medication to the parents. 
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES - TIME OUT 
 
Condition Cases Contacts 

Chickenpox and Shingles 
(varicella) 

Exclude until all blisters have dried. 
This is usually at least five days 
after the rash first appeared in 
unimmunised people and less in 
immunised people. (Some 
remaining scabs are not a reason 
for continued exclusion) 

Exclude children with immune 
deficiencies (eg. Leukaemia or 
chemotherapy), otherwise not 
excluded 

Conjunctivitis Exclude until discharge from eyes 
has ceased unless non-infectious 
conjunctivitis. 

Not excluded 

Cytomegalovirus Infection 
(CMV) 

Exclusion not necessary Not excluded 

Diarrhoea (amoebiasis, 
campylobacter, 
cryptosporidium, giardia, 
rotavirus, salmonella, shigella, 
and viral gastroenteritis, 
intestinal worms) 

Exclude until diarrhoea has stopped Not excluded 

Glandular fever 
(mononucleosis) 

Exclusion not necessary Not excluded 

Hand, Foot and Mouth 
Disease 

Exclude until all blisters have dried Not excluded 

Haemophilus influenza type B 
(Hib) 

Exclude until medical certificate of 
recovery is received 

Not excluded 

Headlice Exclude until day after proper 
treatment has started 

Not excluded 

Hepatitis A Exclude until a medical certificate 
of recovery is received, but not 
before seven days after the 
jaundice or illness started 

Not excluded 

Hepatitis B Exclusion not necessary Not excluded 

Hepatitis C Exclusion not necessary Not excluded 

Herpes (cold sores) Exclude if child cannot comply with 
good hygiene practices while sores 
are weeping. (Sores should be 
covered with a dressing where 
possible) 

Not excluded 

Human immunodeficiency 
virus infection 
(HIV/AIDS virus) 

Exclusion not necessary unless child 
has secondary infection which 
requires exclusion in its own right 

Not excluded 

Impetigo (school sores) Exclude until appropriate antibiotic 
treatment has commenced.. (Sores 
on exposed areas must be covered 
with a watertight dressing. 

Not excluded 

Influenza and influenza-like 
illness 

Exclude until well Not excluded 
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Measles Exclude until at least four days 
since the onset of rash. Written 
medical clearance from doctor is 
required to return to school. 

Immunised children not 
excluded. Non- immunised 
contacts should be excluded 
until 14 days after the first day 
the rash appears in the last 
case. They may return to the 
school or centre if immunised 
within 72 hours of contact with 
the first case. 

Meningitis (viral) 
(other than meningococcal 
infection) 

Exclude until well Not excluded 

Meningococcal infection Exclude until child is well and has 
received appropriate antibiotics. 
Written medical clearance from 
doctor is required to return to 
school. 

Not excluded. Close contacts 
should take antibiotic 
(rifampicin). Public health 
authorities will advise. 

Molluscum contagiosum Exclusion not necessary Not excluded 

Mumps Exclude for nine days after onset of 
swelling 

Not excluded 

Parvovirus (erythema 
infectiosum, fifth disease’, 
slapped cheek syndrome) 

Exclusion not necessary Not excluded. 

Ringworm / Tinea / Scabies, Exclude until the day after 
appropriate treatment has 
commenced. 

Not excluded 

Rubella (German Measles) Exclude until fully recovered or for 
at least four days after the onset of 
rash. 

Not excluded (Female staff of 
child-bearing age should check 
their immunity to rubella with 
their GP) 

Streptococcal  sore throat 
(including scarlet fever) 

Exclude until child has received 
antibiotic treatment for at least 24 
hours or feels well 

Not excluded 

Typhoid Fever (including 
paratyphoid fever) 

Exclude until a medical certificate 
of recovery is received 

Not excluded unless advised by 
public health authority 

Whooping Cough (pertussis) Exclude until child has received 5 
days of appropriate antibiotics or 
for 21 days from onset of coughing. 
Written medical clearance from 
doctor is required to return to 
school, confirming child is not 
infectious. 

Exclude unimmunised 
household contacts aged less 
than seven years, and children 
who are in close contact who 
are either less than one year 
old or not fully immunised, for 
14 days after they were last 
exposed to infection or until 
they have taken five days of a 
ten day course of antibiotics 
(erythromycin). If necessary, 
contact your nearest public 
health unit for advice. 

 
Recommended minimum exclusion periods for infectious diseases for Schools, Preschools, and Child Care Centres. (Based on the 

National Health & Medical Research Council Guidelines)
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Communication 
 

Newsletters:  
Newsletters will be sent out informing you about events happening in and around the school 
community. These are sent home (and/or can be emailed) every fortnight. If you have any information 
your wish to share or contribute, please let the staff know. 

 

Sharing information:  
Events in family life, such as illness, new babies and visitors can be a prime source of excitement 
or concern for young children, and so affect their behaviour at home and/or at school. It is 
important for the home and school to share information that may affect children, and we 
would appreciate it if parents would inform us of any unusual happenings of this nature. 
 
Please feel free to discuss any problems or queries with your teacher that you may have about 
your child’s progress, the school or the program. We look forward to working with your child and 
yourself in building a supportive partnership! 
 

Diary 
Each Foundation student has a Diary for PST Communication (Parent/Student/Teacher) and is used 
to send information to and from school. Please read and sign and send these back to the school each day 
they are sent home. This is an important way to communicate with us and keep information together. 

 

School Website 
The school has a website on which we share information about the school, 
calendar dates, and newsflashes.  We strive to update this regularly. 
Our web address is www.walwaps.vic.edu.au/ 
 

What to wear 
At Walwa Primary School children wear the full school uniform and with pride. All school 
uniforms need to be purchased before the start of school   A full list of uniform requirements are 
listed in the Walwa Primary School Information Booklet. 
 
Sometimes a child may have an accident, which means that the clothes are too dirty to 
wear. In anticipation of such accidents, we ask you to leave a marked plastic bag containing an 
old outfit (including underwear) at school. Please remember to label each piece of clothing. 
 
Ideally shoes or sandals are worn to school and the children develop the responsibility for 
taking shoes and socks off and putting them away in the correct place. Shoes are a hazard in 
outdoor play areas. The children need bare feet to grip as they climb and for sensory 
development. Parents should notify the staff if there are medical reasons why a child 
should not remove their shoes. 
 
On Swimming Day, students may wear / bring in a bag – thongs or sandals.  We realize it is 
difficult putting shoes and socks on wet feet. 
 

  



P a g e  | 16  

Getting Ready for Day 1 / Foundation 
It is our wish that the first day at Foundation will be a happy occasion for your child. We will be 
working hard to make sure everything goes as smoothly as possible. We’ll have lots of smiles and 
lots of time. 
 
- Our routine will be simple and consistent until children feel confident and at home. 
- Have your child’s things organised the night before so that the beginning of the day goes 

smoothly and you do not have to rush. 
- Plan morning tea and lunch with your child and pack food that is healthy and that your child 

likes. 
- Being on time is very important to your child. Coming in late often makes them feel anxious 
- Be positive and talk about the new things in a happy way. 
- Be positive when picking children up. Do not ask if they have been good. Ask them about 

their day, what they’ve done and with whom they’ve played. 
- Encourage your child when they make things to show you. They might look like rubbish, but 

lots of effort went into them. 

 

First Day of Foundation 
The first day of Foundation will focus on establishing the routines that you child will learn and 
follow throughout the year. Below is a schedule of what parents can expect to experience on the 
first day of Foundation for your child. 

 

Time School Day Parent Experiences 

8:40am  Arrive at school 

8:40am Classroom  
Doors Open 

Help your child to: 
Locate their name badges and attach it to their school shirt 
Unpack all their items into the labelled boxes in the classroom 
Identify labelled port rack and place bag on port rack 
Find a space at a table or on the floor to do a quiet activity jigsaw  

9.00am Class starts 
 

Lessons begin 
 

3:15pm  Collect students outside classroom 
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Supporting your child/s Early Literacy Development 
 

Reading to and with your child 
each night. This shows that 
daily reading and spending time 
together is important. 

Talking about books you read 
and the people, things & 
animals in them. 
 
 
 
 
 

Talking about everyday print, e.g. “We are 
going in here now, see the sign, it says 
Woolworths.” 

Talk about and involve your 
child in your everyday jobs, 
e.g. ‘Today I am going to 
make a cake, let’s look at the 
recipe.’ 
 
 

 

Encourage children to 
choose favourite books for 
you to read. 
 
 
 

After reading a book, talk 
about the story. Discussing 
the pictures and the main 
ideas in a book helps 
develop understanding. 

Spending time with 
your children talking, 
telling stories, and 
singing  songs. These 
are fun and important 
activities that help 
children get ready for 
reading.

 

 
 

ACCEPT & PRAISE YOUR 
CHILD’S ATTEMPTS 
TO READ 
 
 
 
 



18 | P a g e   

 

Grow plants - pot plants in hanging baskets, 
mustard and cress seeds or carrot tops. 

 

Make a necklace by stringing beads or 
macaroni – count how many. 
 

 

 

Encourage healthy nutrition - 
a piece of fruit for morning 
snack. A healthy sandwich for 
lunch. 

Encourage independence - dressing self, 
fastening buckles & tying shoe laces. 

 

 Ensure your child can repeat his/her Christian 
and Surname. 
 
My name is  ……………………………..‘ 
 

Teach your child your address. 
 
 ‘ I live at ……………………………………’ 

Teach your child your telephone number. 
 

 

‘ My telephone number is …………………….’ 

Name all of your child's clothing, lunch box, 
lid and other personal belongings. 

It is important to teach your child to get on with 
others, to say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’, to take 
turns and to wait politely. 

 

Encourage sun safety by making sure your 
child wears a broad brimmed hat. Hats must 
be worn at school when children are at play, 
P.E. or sport. 
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Handwriting 
Please use the printing below (not all capitals) every time you write your child’s name. 
 
Your child will then learn to write their name in the same way your child will be taught in school. 
 
 

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff 

Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk Ll 

Mm Nn Oo Pp Qq Rr 

Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx 

Yy Zz  

 

   

1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10   

      
 


